CHAPTER III
HOW I OBTAIN CHAMPAGNE
^T the age of six I was an attractive and extremely
lively child, having inherited the high spirits
which my father possessed when a boy. He had
passed down to me also his curly, chestnut hair, his
complexion, and abrupt ideas and ways. I was fully
alive and I was happy.
It was in 1892 that we spent a summer holiday
at the seaside not far from the capital, at Porto
d'Anzio, a favourite seaside resort of the old Romans;
the Emperors Caligula and Nero were born there and
the ruins of Nero's palace are still to be seen, also the
moles extending into the sea which were built by
him. In more recent days many well-known Roman
families had also built villas there, and during the
hot summer months used to reside in them. The
best known and most beautiful of these residences are
the Villa Colonna, and more especially the Villa
Borghese whose magnificence is world-wide.
So rich in the ancient times was Anzio, in valuable
statues, vases, and other ornaments which adorned
Roman patricians* houses, that up to a very few
years ago it was quite usual for a gardener, whilst
digging in one of these gardens, to turn up some
valuable article. The last one, only a few years ago,
was the famous statue which has been called " La
fanciulla d'Anzio " (The girl of Anzio),